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important to recognize the work of the Friends 
of Kenna, a group of residents, whose work 
has resulted in a state-of-the-art outdoor learn-
ing environment, playground and walking track 
in Jackson County, as a part of the new 
Kenna Elementary School. The new school 
playground and track is available for all of the 
residents of Jackson County to use and 
should serve as a shining example of the im-
portance of fitness and health. I would like to 
applaud all of those who rallied together to 
bring about this substantive change. 

I would like to recognize The Friends of 
Kenna Association and local residents who 
are responsible for this extremely worthy 
project. Special recognition for the effort be-
hind the project should go to Kerynn Sovic, 
Sonya White, Deanna Cunningham, Jessie 
Cox, Jessie Thompson, and Melissa 
Donelson. I would also like to salute the fol-
lowing: Mike Gwinn, John Zimmer, Corky 
McCorkle, John & Gina Myers family, Larry 
Thompsons, State Senator Mitch Carmichael, 
State Delegate Steve Westfall, Steve Wedge, 
Steve Chancey, Jim & Sally Laine, Amy 
Mellace, Larry & Terry Hersman, Paul & Aiden 
Barnette, Erin & Michael Sovic, Lisa 
Quisenberry, Gale Donelson, Robert & Terri 
McCloy, Tanna Craigo, Kam Barnette, Patrick 
Anderson, Robert, Rachel & Sarah White; 
Christian Walker, John & Patsy Stanley, Lori, 
Mack & Daney Brookover; Greg, Shannon & 
Ace Eagle; Jason & Tucker Landis, Steve, 
Brock & Luke Matson; Steve, Melissa, Michael 
& Jarrett Lough; Luke Lopez, Brenda & 
Sammy Brown, Jimmy, Hilary & Joyce Groves; 
Janice Stump, Mike & Rita Casdorph, Raymon 
Cunningham, Eduardo & Ellen Goff, Jessie 
Cox, Dr. Tom Layne, Arden Lantz, Bill 
Barnette, Donna Spencer, Toby & Christy 
Scholl, Mrs. Rucker & Children, Jill & Mike 
McFee, Vernon & Paul Holstine, Todd Games, 
Tabitha Martin, Dylan Martin, Toby & Denise 
Hershey, Josie & Clay Eisenhard, Bill 
Shanklin, Karen Barnette, Crystal, Paige & 
Johnny Harrison; Karen, Patrick, Everett & 
Garnet Kish; Sherry Dillard, Rylan & Erin Petry 
& Grandpa Bird; Krista Baker, Heather, Elliot 
& Hailey Baria; Juanita Wimmer, Michelle 
Brotherton, Bob, Terri & Ellie McCloy; Brandi, 
Trey & Kieren Poff; Kenneth, Kendall & Lucas 
Allison, Dave Miller, Leslie & Mark Stover; 
Cardinal Concrete, Atlas Poured Walls, BBU 
Service, CJ Enterprises, TomKat Construction, 
Ben’s Bobcat & Backhoe Service, Life Tite 
Metal Products, Dougherty Company, Bobby 
Bostic Masonry, Jackson County Community 
Foundation, Highmark Foundation, Action for 
Healthy Kids, Sisters of St. Joseph Charitable 
Funds, McDonough Foundation, Little 
Kanawha Resources Conservation & Develop-
ment, Jackson County Home Builders Asso-
ciation, Sayre Excavating, Dairy Queen of Rip-
ley, Blosser Concrete, Francis Brothers, Alpha 
Delta Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma, EQT, 
Boy Scout Pack 419, Floyd Bowlby, 
Brickstreet Insurance and to all who donated 
and volunteered, for their generous contribu-
tion to the construction. 

And finally, I would like to acknowledge 
Blaine Hess, Superintendent of Jackson Coun-
ty Schools for his oversight and commitment 
to the Friends of Kenna and this very impor-
tant project. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing I would like to con-
gratulate the Friends of Kenna for their invest-
ment in the next generation through the con-
struction of the new Kenna Elementary School 

and its Outdoor Environmental Learning play-
ground and track. Community effort, such as 
this, makes me proud of my state and proud 
to be a West Virginian. 
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Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Lauren Hill for her athletic accomplish-
ments and continued strength in her fight 
against Pediatric Brain Cancer. 

Last year, Lauren was diagnosed with Dif-
fuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma, an incurable 
form of Brain Cancer. The disease has made 
it increasingly difficult for Lauren to fulfill her 
dream of playing college basketball. Yet, this 
college freshman at Mount St. Joseph Univer-
sity persevered and scored four points in her 
college debut earlier this month to help her 
team defeat Hiram College. Lauren was 
named Heartland Collegiate Athletic Con-
ference Women’s Basketball Player of the 
Week for her performance. 

Lauren is a remarkable young woman, not 
just because of her athletic ability, but for her 
passion and dedication to live her life to the 
fullest while raising awareness about Pediatric 
Brain Cancer. Her grace and dignity has been 
a source of strength for children and families 
facing this terrible disease. Lauren has chosen 
to donate all proceeds from the basketball 
game to The Cure Starts Now, an organization 
working to find a cure for Pediatric Brain Can-
cer. Though Lauren’s story has made national 
headlines, she has remained the same hum-
ble and tenacious young woman whose story 
has inspired our nation. 

During the game against Hiram, Lauren said 
‘‘I’ve never felt so good in my entire life. Let’s 
not call it my last game. This is my first colle-
giate game.’’ This positive attitude should 
serve as a reminder about what we can ac-
complish even against the most insurmount-
able odds. 

I ask the entire 6th Congressional District to 
join me in honoring this outstanding young 
woman for the way she has lived her life and 
the courage with which she has bravely fought 
this disease. 
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Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Margie Semler’s leadership and 
dedication to the community of Passaic and 
the citizens of New Jersey. To honor her 
years of commitment, her friends, family, and 
colleagues joined together in October to cele-
brate her amazing career. 

Margie Semler, daughter of Max and Riva 
Orlin, a life-long resident of Passaic, New Jer-
sey, was born on June 22, 1923. In 1941, she 
moved to Passaic with her husband Mac and 
for the next eleven years began her career in 
government, where she took a part-time job at 
a junkyard run by the city’s public works de-
partment. 

While raising and tending to her two young 
children along with her fun loving, good na-
tured husband Mac, she decided to run for a 
seat on the Passaic Board of Education. For 
the next 6 years while on the Board of Edu-
cation she began her illustrious career as a 
public servant in which she earned the respect 
of the residents in the City of Passaic. 

Margie decided to further her career and 
passion for serving the people of Passaic. For 
the next sixteen years, she was able to serve 
the residents while on the Passaic City Coun-
cil. Her passion to being a public servant 
drove her ambitions when she was elected as 
the Mayor of the City of Passaic in 1993. She 
became the first and only female mayor to 
serve for eight years during her term from 
1993–2001. 

In 2005, Margie was indicted into the New 
Jersey Elected Officials Hall of Fame. She has 
been and remains to be a vital asset to the 
City of Passaic. Margie is an active participant 
in various public and civic organizations. She 
has a great love for animals and an even 
greater affection for the city in which she has 
called her home for nearly her entire life. 

Margie continues to serve on the Board of 
Directors of the Passaic Head Start and re-
mains an avid supporter of the families and 
children in the City of Passaic. As a result of 
her tireless dedication and commitment to the 
people of Passaic, the staff, policy council, 
and the Board of Directors of the Passaic 
Head Start have renamed their building to the 
Margie Semler Education Center in her honor. 

Margie is married to the late Mac Semler 
and have two children, Lorrie and Marc. 

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing 
compares to recognizing and commemorating 
the services of individuals like Ms. Semler. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, Ms. Semler’s family, friends, and all 
those whose lives she has touched, and me, 
in recognizing Margie Semler for her dedica-
tion to her family and her nation. 
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Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to a retiring leader of the San 
Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District, 
Patrick Milligan. Patrick Milligan was born in 
San Bernardino in 1937. His family started 
one of the original citrus farms in Rialto. He 
fondly recalls memories of growing up in Ri-
alto during a time when he and his friends 
could walk through vacant land shooting bb 
guns. In 1955, he graduated with honors from 
San Bernardino High School and later grad-
uated from Stanford University and Stanford 
Law. He returned to his hometown and began 
practicing trial law in 1961, starting a law firm 
in San Bernardino where he continues to prac-
tice law. Pat is married to Jean Miller Milligan 
and has four children, two of whom have fol-
lowed in his footsteps as attorneys. 

In 1964, at the age of 28, Pat was elected 
to the Board of Directors for the San 
Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District 
(Valley District). He has served on the Board 
for over 41 years and has served as President 
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